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Mission 
o f  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n

Benefiting Children in Need in Northwest Florida

hands:
Original artwork by children at ‘Children in 
Crisis, Inc.’ - one of our beneficiaries.

Our mission at the Destin Charity Wine Auction Foundation 
is to connect wine enthusiasts to raise money to benefit 
children in need in Northwest Florida.

Founded in 2005, Destin Charity Wine Auction Foundation 
(DCWAF) has donated more than $8 Million to Northwest 
Florida charities through hosting world class wine and culinary 
events. These funds have impacted the lives of over 60,000 
youth, including those afflicted by health issues and abuse. 
DCWAF is recognized as one of the nation’s ‘Top 10 Charity 
Wine Auction in the U.S.’ by Wine Spectator Magazine.

Destin Charity Wine Auction Foundation proudly partners with 
the following agencies:

AMI Kids Emerald Coast, Boys & Girls Clubs of the Emerald 
Coast, Children in Crisis, Children’s Volunteer Health Network, 
Emerald Coast Autism Center, Emerald Coast Children’s 
Advocacy Center, Food for Thought, Habitat for Humanity of 
Walton County, Horizons of Okaloosa County, Opportunity 
Inc., Pathways for Change, Sacred Heart Hospital on the 
Emerald Coast, Shelter House of Northwest Florida, and Youth 
Village.

“ T h e  m o s t  r e wa r d i n g  t h i n g s : 
T h e  p e r p e t u a l  s m i l e s  o n  t h e  
f a c e s  o f  o u r  c l i e n t s ,  d e s p i t e 
t h e i r  a d v e r s i t i e s .  T o  k n o w 
t h at  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  p l a c e 
w e  l i v e ,  t h e  E m e r a l d  C o a s t , 
i s  a s  b e a u t i f u l  o n  t h e  i n s i d e 
a s  i t  i s  o n  t h e  o u t s i d e .  T o 
k n o w  t h at  t h e  s m a l l  wa n t s 
a n d  g r e at  n e e d s  o f  o u r 
c l i e n t s  w i t h  D o w n  S y n d ro m e , 
C e r e b r a l  Pa l s y  a n d  o t h e r 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  
c a n  b e  m e t  b y  w o r k i n g   w i t h 
g r e at  o r g a n i z at i o n s  s u c h 
a s  D C WA F .  T o  k n o w  t h at  w e 
C A N  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e ,   i f  w e 
c a n  d r e a m  i t ,  w e  c a n  d o  i t 
t o g e t h e r ,  i f  w e  K E E P  M O V I N G 
F O RWA R D . ” 
- Dr. Julie McNabb – Horizons of Okaloosa Co.



Thoughts 
f r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  &  C h a i r m a n

Raising the Bar

Auction Weekend:
John Russell kicking off the 9th annual 
Destin Charity Wine Auction.
© Photo by: Brandon Babineaux

D e a r  F r i e n d s ,

Every year since our foundation held our first auction has 
been special. I think you will agree with me after having 
read this report that 2013/2014 was perhaps our finest 
year. We continue to make a significant difference in the 
lives of children in need in Northwest Florida and we are 
grateful to you for your support of our mission. 
This past year we were able to provide $2,035,000 
in funding to the twelve charities we supported. No 
organization received less than $100,000. The miracle of 
these dollars is not just in what they purchase. By providing 
this level of funding we reduce the time and effort our 
charities have to spend fundraising. The professionals on 
the front line helping children can spend more of their 
time with the kids and less time focused on raising money. 
They can do what they do best because of Destin Charity 
Wine Auction Foundation and our many supporters that 
give so generously.
What I have come to appreciate about our organization is 
our sense of urgency that is so deep it is now a part of our 
culture. All of us work with the knowledge that we cannot 
afford to miss an opportunity to find a source of funding 
for kids in need. That urgency is driven by the simple 

fact that a child is a child for only so many years. The 
opportunity to help them, to educate them, to feed them 
is now. In a year or two the opportunity for a child will be 
lost; they will have left their childhood behind and moved 
on to a fate, while not determined, is certainly going to be 
more challenging than if we had been able to reach them 
when they needed us the most.
The funding we provided this year was indeed remarkable. 
We are truly grateful to those that support us. We are 
blessed with an active and generous board of directors 
who consistently work to increase our revenues every year. 
Many of our charities have been with us for years and their 
contributions cannot be overstated. They provide most of 
the volunteers that make our events so successful and they 
willingly provide auction items to assist us in fundraising.  
We are partners with these incredible organizations 
in every sense of the word and it is with them that we 
celebrate another truly outstanding year of fundraising. 
The bar has been raised once again. Join us in 2014/2015 
as we work to continue to build on the success of past 
years.

Cheers,

J o h n  R u s s e l l
P r e s i d e n t  -  D e s t i n  C h a r i t y  W i n e  A u c t i o n  F o u n d at i o n
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D e a r  F r i e n d s , 

The first word that comes to mind is BLESSED.  The 
year 2014 has been outstanding, rewarding and our 
best year ever. Together, we raised and donated over 
$2,035,000 to twelve different charities in Northwest 
Florida. 
I am humbled to be a part of such an amazing 
organization whose efforts have continually provided 
for children in need. It has been an honor to work 
with such a hardworking board and staff and to be 
part of a group of people who are so blessed and are 
able to bless others.
In this report you will find details regarding the 
financial position of Destin Charity Wine Auction 
Foundation for the year 2014, and how each of the 
charities benefited from the Foundation’s efforts. Each 
charity received at the least $100,000 to put towards 
their cause.  Now that is what I call a MILESTONE. 
Destin Charity Wine Auction Foundation continues 

to grow each year by partnering with our community’s 
gracious businesses and individuals, for that we 
are truly thankful.  This enables us to donate our 
resources to many carefully chosen charities which 
benefit thousands of children in our area.
Whether you are a donor, a volunteer, a wine-maker, a 
chef, or an attendee who bids on a wine lot, no effort is 
too big or small regarding children in need.  On behalf 
of all involved with the Destin Charity Wine Auction 
Foundation we thank you all for your continued 
support and effort in making this foundation 
successful year after year. 

Regards,

D o u g l a s  T .  I n g r a m ,  J r .
Chairman, DCWAF Board of Directors

LEADERSHIP 
o f  t h e  v i s i o n  &  m i s s i o n

2013 - 2014 Board of directors & Trustees
Auction Weekend:
Doug Ingram speaking at the 
9th annual Destin Charity Wine 
Auction. © Photo by: Nick 
Malambri, East Pass Images. 
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$1,220,000

$1,375,000

$2,035,000

Financials 
F i s c a l  Y e a r  2 0 1 3 - 2 0 1 4

Raising More Every Year

t o t a l  f u n d s  d i s t r i b u t e d : 

$ 2 , 0 3 5 , 0 0 0  -  u p  $ 6 6 0 , 0 0 0  c o m p a r e d 

t o  2 0 1 2 - 2 0 1 3

t o t a l  F u n d s  R a i s e d :  $ 2 , 9 5 6 , 3 0 4

DCWAF Auction Weekend: 

Live Auction:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,488,342 

Silent Auction: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $106,400 

Paddle Raise:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $210,250 

Patron Dinners Auction:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $230,000 

Patron Packages & Other Events:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $678,312

Sponsorships:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $243,000

2013-2014 Expenses: 

Fundraising Expenses .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $435,166

Administrative Expenses   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $349,887

Distribution to Charities   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,035,000

Carry Over to 2014-2015  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $136,251

Check Presentation:
Giving to children is the only reason we need.
© Photo by: Modus Photography



Beneficiary 
c h a r i t i e s  o f  2 0 1 4

changing the lives of children

D e s t i n  C h a r i t y  W i n e  A u c t i o n 
F o u n d at i o n  donated $2.035 million to 12 
Northwest Florida children’s charities on Sept. 23 at 
a private ceremony at Jimmy Buffet’s Margaritaville, 
marking the Foundation’s largest charitable distribution 
to date. 

This year’s revenues represent a 48 percent increase 
(+$660,000) over the $1,375,000 donation in 2013.  
Destin Charity Wine Auction currently ranks sixth in 
country among Wine Spectator Magazine’s Top Ten 
Charity Wine Auctions in the U.S.  

“ F o r  a l l  o f  u s  a s s o c i at e d 
w i t h  D e s t i n  C h a r i t y  W i n e 
A u c t i o n  F o u n d at i o n ,  t h e 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f u n d s  t o 
t h e  o r g a n i z at i o n s  w h o  d o 
t h e  r e a l  w o r k  o f  h e l p i n g 
c h i l d r e n  i s  t h e  b e s t  d ay  o f 
t h e  y e a r , . . . W e  a r e  g r at e f u l 
f o r  a l l  t h e  s u p p o r t  t h at  h a s 
m a d e  t h e s e  g r a n t s  p o s s i b l e . ” 
 -  John Russell, President of DCWAF

C h i l d r e n  i n  C r i s i s
$200,000 to fund housing for abused, neglected, and 
abandoned children.

C h i l d r e n ’ s  Vo l u n t e e r  H e a lt h 
N e t w o r k 
$175,000 to fund a mobile dental clinic, health care referral 
program and CVHN Dental Clinic to serve more than 1,000 
under-insured and uninsured children in need of dental care. 

E m e r a l d  C o a s t  A u t i s m  C e n t e r 
$300,000 to fund scholarships and capital campaign purchase 
of land and facility construction to serve children on the 
autism spectrum. 

T h e  E m e r a l d  C o a s t  C h i l d r e n ’ s 
A dvo c a c y  C e n t e r 
$150,000 to fund more than 2,000 direct mental health 
therapy sessions and child services for abused and neglected 
children. 

F o o d  f o r  T h o u g h t 
$100,000 to provide 68,000 backpacks of nutritious meals, 
reducing food insecurity and feeding more than 500 school-
aged children on weekends, holidays, and summer break. 

H a b i t at  f o r  H u m a n i t y  o f 
Wa lt o n  C o u n t y 
$150,000 to fund the building of two homes and half of a third 
home for families with children.

H o r i z o n s  o f  O k a l o o s a  C o u n t y 
$235,000 to fund the renovation and expansion of the 
Children’s Center for children living with disabilities. 

O p p o r t u n i t y  I n c . 
$100,000 to support the children services department, 
including children’s coordinator, educational supplies, outdoor 

classroom, field trips, and child care at Opportunity Place, an 
emergency shelter for homeless families.

Pat h way s  f o r  C h a n g e 
$215,000 to fund comprehensive addiction treatment 
programs and operate the family center.

S a c r e d  H e a r t  H o s p i t a l  o n  t h e 
E m e r a l d  C o a s t 
$150,000 to fund healthcare and a Pediatric Navigator for 
children. 

S h e lt e r  H o u s e  o f  N o r t h w e s t 
F l o r i d a 
$150,000 to fund support groups, counseling, and advocacy 
for youth ages 6 months to 17 years, touched by domestic 
violence. 

Yo u t h  V i l l a g e 
$110,000 to fund summer camps and after-school 
programming for more than 40 low-income children along the 
Emerald Coast. 

“ T h r o u g h  o u r  pa r t i c i pat i o n  w i t h 
D e s t i n  C h a r i t y  W i n e  A u c t i o n , 
w e  h av e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  d o u b l e 
t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  t h at 
w e  s e rv e d  t h i s  y e a r , . . . W i t h  t h e i r 
h e l p ,  m a n y  m o r e  c h i l d r e n  w i l l 
h av e  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  a  s t a b l e 
r o o f  o v e r  t h e i r  h e a d s  a n d  a 
s a f e  p l a c e  t o  l ay  t h e i r  h e a d s  at 
n i g h t .   W e  a r e  g r at e f u l  f o r  D e s t i n 
C h a r i t y  W i n e  A u c t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s 
a l l o w i n g  u s  t o  h e l p  m a k e  m o r e 
d r e a m s  c o m e  t r u e  f o r  o u r  w e l l 
d e s e rv i n g  l o c a l  f a m i l i e s . ”
 - Teresa Imdieke, Executive Director of Habitat for 
Humanity.

Changing lives:
Pathways for Change receiving $215,000 from 
Chairman Elect Cory Fosdyck (left)
© Photo by: Modus Photography

http://www.pathwaysforchange.org


Keep moving forward

( B E N E F I C I A R i e S  c o n t i n u e d )

Pat h way s  f o r  c h a n g e
“ I  g r e w  u p  i n  a  h o m e  t h at 
a c c e p t e d  d r u g  u s e  a n d  g o i n g  t o 
j a i l  wa s  pa r t  o f  l i f e .  I  s t a rt e d 
e x p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  m a r i j u a n a 
w i t h  I  wa s  8  y e a r s  o l d  a n d  m y  d ru g 
h a b i t  p r o g r e s s e d  t o  d i f f e r e n t 
t y p e s  a n d  e x t r e m e  a m o u n t s 
o f  d r u g s .  I  g o t  i n  t r o u b l e  i n 
2 0 0 8  a n d  m y  at t o r n e y  t o l d  m e 
I  h a d  a  p r o b l e m  a n d 
n e e d e d  Pat h way s  F o r 
C h a n g e .  I  t h o u g h t 
a b o u t  i t  a n d  r e a l i z e d 
h o w  r i g h t  h e  wa s . 
I  wa s  t i r e d  o f  m y 
l i f e s t y l e  a n d  n e e d e d 
c h a n g i n g .  S i n c e  m y 
1 8  m o n t h s  at  P F C ,  I 
h av e  a  r e l at i o n s h i p 
w i t h  G o d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n 
m y  l i f e .  M y  f a m i ly  w o r k e d  t h e  P F C 
p r o g r a m  t o o ,  w e  h a d  c o u n s e l i n g 
a n d  c l a s s e s  a n d  n o w  w e  s u p p o r t 
e a c h  o t h e r  i n  o u r  s o b r i e t y . 
I  g o t  m y  l i c e n s e  b a c k  a f t e r  5 
y e a r s ,  I  s u c c e s s f u l ly  c o m p l e t e d 
p r o b at i o n  a n d  a m  w o r k i n g  f u l l 
t i m e .  I  a m  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  m y  t w o 
c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e i r  m o t h e r  a n d  I 
j u s t  g o t  m a r r i e d .  I  d r i v e  a  r a g g e d 
c a r  a n d  l o v e  i t  b e c a u s e  I  d o n ’ t 
h av e  t o  s h o w  o f f  a n y  m o r e .  I  a m 
a  n e w  m a n ” .  - Jason W.

O p p o r t u n i t y  I n c
“ h o m e l e s s n e s s  i m pa c t s  e v e ry 
c o m p o n e n t  o f  a  c h i l d ’ s  l i f e .  T h e y 
a r e  l e f t  w i t h  a n y o n e  w h o  w i l l 
“ b a b y  s i t ”  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  pa r e n t s 

a r e  d e s p e r at e .  I  h av e  s e e n  4  y e a r 
o l d s  t h at  d o n ’ t  k n o w  t h e  c o l o r 
b r o w n  o r  6  y e a r  o l d s  t h at  d o n ’ t 
k n o w  t h e i r  A B C ’ s .  I t ’ s  n o t  t h at 
t h e y  a r e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l ly  d e l ay e d 
i t ’ s  j u s t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h e y 
a r e  r a i s e d  i n  i s n ’ t  c o n d u c i v e  t o 
e d u c at i n g  o r  a c a d e m i c s .  S o  w h e n 
t h e y  g e t  t o  s c h o o l  t h e y  a r e  f a r 
b e h i n d  t h e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  a n d 

s t a r t  t o  l a b e l 
t h e m s e l v e s 
a s  s l o w 
l e a r n e r s  o r 
w o r s e .  T h e i r 
pa r e n t s  a r e 
n o t  t ry i n g 
t o  n e g l e c t 
t h e m  b u t  f o r 
w h a t e v e r 

r e a s o n  t h e y  d o n ’ t  h av e  t h e 
c a pa c i t y  at  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e i r 
l i v e s  t o  p l ay  a n  a c t i v e  r o l l  i n 
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ’ s  a c a d e m i a .  T h e 
k i d s  a r e  a l s o  u n h e a l t h y  a n d 
m i s s  s o o o o  m u c h  s c h o o l  b e c a u s e 
o f  p h y s i c a l  i l l n e s s e s  a n d  a l l  t h e 
t r a n s i t i o n i n g  a n d  m o v i n g  t o 
w h e r e  e v e r  t h e y  c a n .  S o  t h at ’ s 
w h y  I  s ay  t h at  t h e s e  k i d s  a r e 
s o  m u c h  m o r e  l i k e ly  t o  e n d  u p 
l i v i n g  i n  p o v e r t y  t h e m s e lv e s . 
T h e y  a r e  n o t  s t a r t i n g  at  t h e 
s a m e  s t a r t i n g  l i n e  a n d  t h e y  h av e 
s o  m a n y  m o r e  b a r r i e r s  t o  a d d r e s s 
t h a n  o t h e r  k i d s .  H o m e l e s s n e s s 
i s  n o t  j u s t  a  l a c k  o f  m at e r i a l 
o b j e c t s  o r  e v e n  a  l a c k  o f  a  p l a c e 
t o  s l e e p ,  i t  r e a l ly  i s  t r a u m at i c 
f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  f a m i ly  a n d  t h e 

l a r g e r  t h e  f a m i ly  t h e  m o r e 
d i f f i c u l t  i t  i s  f o r  t h e m  t o  m o v e 
f o rwa r d .  E a r ly  e d u c at i o n  i s  s o 
i m p o r t a n t  t h e s e  d ay s  m y  t w i n s 
j u s t  s t a r t e d  K i n d e r g a r t e n  a n d 
t h e y  a r e  l e a r n i n g  t o  s u b t r a c t 
a n d  h a d  t o  k n o w  s o  m a n y  w o r d s 
t h e  f i r s t  f e w  w e e k s  s o  I  c a n ’ t 
e v e n  i m a g i n e  h o w  d i f f i c u l t  i t  i s 
f o r  k i d s  t h at  d o n ’ t  k n o w  t h e i r 
c o l o r s  o r  l e t t e r s . ” . . . “ W e  a r e  j u s t 
t ry i n g  t o  g e t  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n 
t o  t h e  s a m e  s t a r t i n g  l i n e  a s 
e v e ry o n e  e l s e . ”  - Sarah Yelverton

“ L o v e ,  g e n e ro s i t y ,  a n d  c o m pa s s i o n 
c i r c u l at e  s o  a b u n d a n t ly  i n 
o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  D C WA F  i s  a 
p e r f e c t  e x a m p l e  o f  t h at . ” 

B oy s  &  G i r l s  C l u b
“ W e  a r e  t r u ly  g r at e f u l  f o r  t h e 
s u p p o r t  f r o m  D e s t i n  C h a r i t y 
W i n e  A u c t i o n  F o u n d at i o n  a n d 
t h e i r  s u p p o r t e r s .  T h e i r  d o l l a r s 
a l l o w  u s  t o  c o n t i n u e  I m pa c t i n g , 
C r e at i n g  H o p e  a n d  O p p o r t u n i t y 
f o r  n e a r ly  2 , 0 0 0  y o u n g  p e o p l e 
a l o n g  t h e  E m e r a l d  C o a s t .  I n 

“We are just trying to 
get these children to 
the same starting line 
as everyone else.” 

http://www.pathwaysforchange.org/
http://www.okaloosawaltonhomeless.org/index.html
http://www.bgcec.com/
http://www.nelliesyouthvillage.org/


Keep moving forward

( B E N E F I C I A R Y S  c o n t i n u e d )

Thank you!:
Supporting community is always exciting!
© Photo by: Modus Photography

t o d ay ’ s  a g e  t h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y 
n e g at i v e  s i t u at i o n s  a  c h i l d  c a n 
f i n d  t h e m s e l f  i n .  B oy s  &  G i r l s 
C l u b s  o f  t h e  E m e r a l d  C o a s t 
p r o v i d e s  a  s a f e  p l a c e  w i t h  c a r i n g 
a d u l t s  w h e r e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  c a n 
t r u ly  h av e  a  G r e at  F u t u r e . ”
 - Shervin Rassa, Chief Executive Officer, Boys & Girls Clubs 
of the Emerald Coast

C H I L D R E N  I N  C R I S I S
“ I n  2 0 1 3 ,  t h e r e  wa s  a  h u g e 
‘ r o l l e r c o a s t e r  r i d e ’  f o r  a  s i b l i n g 
g r o u p  o f  e i g h t .  R a n g i n g  i n  a g e 
f r o m  3 - 1 8 ,  t h e y  h a d  wa i t e d  a 
l o n g  t i m e  f o r  t h e i r  m o m  t o  g e t 
c l e a n  a n d  s o b e r .  A n d  s h e  d i d  t ry ! 
U n f o r t u n at e ly ,  t h e  l u r e  o f  t h e 
d r u g s  a n d  h e r  e r r at i c  b e h av i o r 
t h at  c a m e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  h e r 
a d d i c t i o n  s i m p ly  k e p t  h e r  f r o m 
k e e p i n g  h e r  c h i l d r e n  f i r s t .  Y e t , 

t h e r e  w e r e  g o o d  y e a r s  t o o  i n 
t h e i r  f a m i ly  a n d  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n 
h a d  d e e p  r o o t s !  A s  t i m e  w e n t 
b y ,  f o u r  o f  t h e  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n 
w e r e  p l a c e d  p e r m a n e n t ly  w i t h 
a  f a m i ly  m e m b e r .  T h e  t h r e e 
y o u n g e s t  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  a d o p t e d 
b y  a  w o n d e r f u l  c o u p l e  w h o 
i s  d e d i c at e d  t o  k e e p i n g  a l l 
o f  t h e  s i b l i n g s  i n  t o u c h .  T h e 
o l d e s t  i s  s t i l l  w i t h  u s  a n d  h a s 
r e g u l a r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a l l  o f 
h e r  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  a n d  i s 
w o r k i n g  a n d  g o i n g  t o  c o l l e g e . 
S h e  r e a l i z e d  t h e i r  f a m i ly  r o o t s 
a r e  d u g  i n  d e e p !  T h at  h a s  n o t 
c h a n g e d .  S h e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r 
b i o l o g i c a l ,  a d o p t i v e  a n d  n o w  C I C 
“ f a m i ly ”  m e m b e r s ,  a r e  d e d i c at e d 
t o  i n s u r i n g  t h at  e a c h  c h i l d ’ s 
b r a n c h  b l o s s o m s  f u l ly  a n d  t h at 
t h e y  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e i r  r o o t s ! ”

http://www.shelterhousenwfl.org/
http://childrenincrisisfl.org/
http://www.horizonsfwb.com/


EVENTS 
i n  r e v i e w :  2 0 1 3 - 2 0 1 4

fundraising with friends

Throughout the year, we are lucky to be part of 
several events on the Emerald Coast that connect 
wine enthusiasts in order to raise as much money 
as possible for our partnering charities. Our 
supporters, and volunteers help to make each 
event a success. Throughout our fiscal year of 
2013-2014, we raised funds through events such 
as the 23rd Annual Seeing Red Wine Festival, our 
inaugural Golf Tournament FORE Kids, Tasting 
of Champions Wine Walkabout & Tasting, and 
our 9th Annual Destin Charity Wine Auction. 

g o l f  t o u r n a m e n t  f o r e  k i d s

t a s t i n g  o f  c h a m p i o n s  -  J a n u a ry  2 4 ,  2 0 1 4

On Friday Jan 24th 2014, the Tasting of Champions Wine 
Walkabout and Tasting took place at Hilton Sandestin Beach 
Golf Resort & Spa. Guests were able to sample more than 600 
wines entered for the 2014 South Walton Beaches Wine & 

Food Festival, including the medal winners for 60 categories. 
Tasting of Champions premiers these wines and offers an early 
opportunity to sample. Tickets also included assorted cheese 
and other gourmet food items.

On  Dec. 3rd, 2013, our first Golf Tournament FORE Kids took 
place at Santa Rosa Golf & Beach Club. The charities were there 
with extra games and entertainment. Teams of 4 competed for 
prizes, including the longest drive, longest putt, and closest to 

the pin. There were plenty of sponsorship opportunities as well, 
with cart sponsors, tee sponsors, and title sponsors. Dinner and 
awards followed at Vue on 30a. It was a great day for Golf, and 
more importantly, all proceeds went to our Charities.

Many events:
Gathering the community to raise money for children.
© Photos by: Modus Photography.



s e a s i d e  s e e i n g  r e d  w i n e  f e s t i va l  -  n o v e m b e r  8 - 1 0 ,  2 0 1 3

Wine enthusiasts and aficionados, gourmets and gourmands, 
philanthropists and successful friends have combined talents 
and passions to create an unparalleled experience. This three 
day extravaganza held in the northwest Florida gulf coast, 

showcased a world class resort community where the residents 
are relaxed - but are obsessed with great wine, great food, and 
philanthropy - raising $78,600.

( e v e n t s  c o n t i n u e d )

Skyview:
The location alone just adds to the joy of this event!
© Photos by: Modus Photography

http://seeingredwinefestival.com/


C e l e b r i t y  v i n t n e r s

c e l e b r i t y  c h e f s

Brendan Mica - Restaurant Cuvee at River Terrance Inn
Cindy Hutson - Ortanique on the Mile
Clay Conley - Būccan
Dan Vargo - Seagar’s Prime Steaks & Seafood
Holly Peterson - Flourish
Luis A. Pous - Asia de Cuba Restaurants at China Grill Mgmt.
Matt Baker - Occidental Grill & Seafood

Matthew Basford - Canoe
Michael Guerra - Havana Café
Neall Bailey - Bay Colony Beach Club
Nyesha Arrington - Chef Nyesha Arrington
Robert Gerstenecker - Park 75 at Four Seasons Hotel Atlanta
Rolando Cruz-Taura - The Dining Room at Little Palm Island
Tim Creehan - Cuvee Bistro, Cuvee Catering  & Grill Plus

( e v e n t s  c o n t i n u e d )

auction weekend
9th annual  dest in  char ity  wine  auct ion :  “take  Root”

Apr i l  2 5  -  27 ,  20 14
The Destin Charity Wine Auction Weekend, recognized as one of the nation’s “Top 10 U.S. Charity 
Wine Auctions” by Wine Spectator Magazine two years in a row is the Foundation’s largest annual 
event, and takes place over the 4th weekend of April each year. The event draws wine aficionados, 
gourmet chefs and celebrity vintners from around the globe to enjoy world-class wines in the 
picture-perfect setting & white sand beaches of the Northwest Florida’s Emerald Coast. Funds 
raised benefit 12 local charities impacting the lives of children in need.   

Paul Hobbs Wines - Paul Hobbs, Honorary Vintner
Alpha Omega - Robin & Michelle Baggett
Betz Family Winery - Steve Griessel
Castello Banfi - Cristina Mariani-May
DeLille Cellars - Greg Lill
Domaine Serene - Ken & Grace Evenstad
Duckhorn Portfolio - Michael Fay
Fisher Vineyards - Juelle & Cameron Fisher
Forman Vineyard - Ric Forman
Hamilton Russell Vineyards - Anthony Hamilton Russell
Hourglass - Jeff Smith
Jarvis Estate Winery  - Ted Henry
Krutz Family Cellars - Patrick Krutz

Ladera Vineyards - Jade Barrett
Le Chanceux - Susan McNerney
O Wines - Stacy Lill
PEJU Province Winery - Sara Fowler
Phifer Pavitt Wine - Suzanne Phifer Pavitt
PlumpJack Winery & Cade Estate Winery - Scot Gaffney
Pride Mountain Vineyards - Stuart Bryan & Suzanne Pride Bryan
Revana Family Vineyard - Dr. Madaiah Revana
Spottswoode Estate Vineyard & Winery - Lindy Novak
Saint Helena Winery - Lesley Keffer Russell & Elizabeth Tangney
Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars - Steve Spadarotto
V Madrone Cellars - Christopher & Pauline Tilley
Willamette Valley Vineyards - Mary Joli

Raise that paddle.
Ursula Hermacinski leading the charge as this year’s auctioneer.
© Photo by: Brandon Babineaux



pat r o n  &  r e s t a u r a n t  d i n n e r  h o s t s

r e s e rv e  t a s t i n g  r e s t a u r a n t s

Bake My Day

Chanticleer Bakery & Eatery

Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar

Groovy Grouper Grill

Mimmo’s Ristorante Italiano

Restaurant Paradis

Ruth’s Chris Steak House

Seagar’s Prime Steaks and Seafood

The Bistro at Courtyard 

The Marigny

V Seagrove

Wild Olives Wine ~ Cheese ~ Bistro

( e v e n t s  c o n t i n u e d )

thank you
patron &  restaurant d inner  hosts

Patron Dinners/ Restaurant Dinners - Friday 
On April 25th, some of the Emerald Coast’s most exquisite homes set the stage for the 2014 
Patron Dinners. Each Patron Dinner features a nationally recognized chef paired with a world-
class celebrity vintner. The dinners provide a unique opportunity to interact with fellow wine 
enthusiasts while enjoying innovative cuisine and the world’s finest wines. 

Glenn & Dana Armentor

Jim & Ann Barri 

Don & Janis Bishop

Ken Bryant & Christine Carter

Steve & Joan Carter

Frank & Gwen Cartier 

Cory & Hillary Fosdyck 

Michael & Laura Granberry

Havana Cafe Bar & Grill at The Pearl

Don & Cathy Hay

Reynolds & Stacey Henderson

George & J.R. Hendricks

Tom & Stephanie Lauderdale

Dick & Linda Mazza   

Dr. Joe & Kim Pedone

Seagar’s Prime Steaks & Seafood

John & Margaret Sheehan

Jane Solomon 

Jim & Jo Stewart 

Jack & Candis Wilson 

Paul & Shelah Zmigrosky

elegant.
Patron dinner at the home 
of  Jack & Candis Wilson. 
© Photo by: Nick Malambri, 
East Pass Images



( e v e n t s  c o n t i n u e d )

south walton beaches wine and food festival -  April 26-27 ,2014

On April 26th, Patrons were invited to enjoy 
even more wine at DCWAF’s sister event, the 
3rd Annual South Walton Beaches Wine & Food 
Festival. Brought to you by the same folks who 
founded the Sandestin Wine Festival for more 
than 28 years ago, have rebranded this classic 
festival in a new location to make it better than 

ever. When all proceeds from the new South 
Walton Beaches Wine & Food Festival benefit 
Destin Charity Wine Auction Foundation’s 12 
benefiting charities working to change the lives of 
children in Northwest Florida - what’s not to love?

grand boulevard:
The choices are many as wine lovers 
taste what their favorite winemakers 
have to offer.

http://www.sowalwine.com


Sponsors 
T h a n k  y o u :  2 0 1 3 - 2 0 1 4

support & commitment

Become a Sponsor:
Contact Karah Fridley-Young
(850) 650-3732  |  karah@dcwaf.org

P l a t i n u m  S p o n s o r s

G o l d  S p o n s o r s

s i l v e r  S p o n s o r s

f o u n d i n g  S p o n s o r

( s i l v e r  S p o n s o r s  c o n t i n u e d )

HOWARD GROUP SIMON| ®

b r o n z e  S p o n s o r s

Joe & Diane Rackley
Jim & Sherre Bunch

Dan & Stephanie Buckner

Jack & Candis Wilson
The Dietzen Family

BlacJac Investments

Don & Cathy Hay
Thomas Martin 

Foundation
nationwidetents.com

mailto:karah%40dcwaf.org?subject=I%27d%20like%20to%20become%20a%20sponsor%21


Destin Charity Wine Auction Foundation
215 Grand Boulevard, Suite 101, Miramar Beach, FL 32550
info@DCWAF.org  |  Office (850) 650-3732  |  Fax (850) 650-2985
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